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MONTANA  

RAPTOR  

CONSERVATION  

CENTER  
 

 Rehab    

Revelations 

PO Box 4061, Bozeman, MT (406) 585-1211                Summer 2011 

The Montana Raptor 

Center (MRCC) is a raptor 

rehabilitation organization 

located in Bozeman, MT, 

which serves the entire state.  

Established in 1988, MRCC 

became a non-profit 501(c)

(3) corporation in 1991.  

MRCC is governed by a 

Board of Directors and 

operates under state and 

federal permits.  MRCC is 

funded entirely by donations, 

specialty license plates, 

grants and fundraisers, and 

does not receive any federal 

or state funding. 

MISSION 
Rehabilitate, Release, 

Educate 
MRCC was founded in 

response to the rapid 

development of southwest 

Montana and the resulting 

negative conflicts between 

humans and birds of prey.  

Through education, research 

and rehabilitation and release 

of injured raptors, our 

mission is to conserve and 

restore raptor species.  These 

birds are an important 

indicator of the health of our 

environment. 

 

Who to call 
MT Raptor Center  585-1211 

All West Veterinary  

Dr. Karyn Cook    586-4919 

MT Dept of FWP   994-4042 

                      1-800-tip-mont 

Sheriffôs Dept.        582-2100 

MT Hwy Patrol 

       1-800-525-5555 

www.montanaraptor.org 

                             Gunshot Raptors              By Becky Kean 

 So far in 2011, MRCC has admitted  four raptors with gunshot wounds.  Birds 

of  prey are federally protected in accordance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

(MBTA), and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  Not only is it illegal to shoot 

them, it is also a federal offense to possess any part of a raptor, including feathers, 

without a proper permit.  Penalties under the MBTA include a maximum of two years 

imprisonment and $250,000 fine for a felony conviction, and six months imprisonment 

or $5,000 fine for a misdemeanor conviction, Civil penalties for violating provisions of 

the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act are a maximum fine of $5,000 or one year 

imprisonment, with $10,000 or not more than two years in prison for a second 

conviction. Felony convictions carry a maximum fine of $250,000 or two years of 

imprisonment. 

 All gunshot victims have open wounds which can easily 

become infected.  Gunshot birds present a variety of clinical 

conditions, the most common being a fractured wing.  Radiograph 

evaluations of the bird usually reveal signs of metallic fragments 

in the fracture site which can cause compromised circulation to 

the end of the wing, which was the case with golden eagle 135-10.  

This juvenile female golden eagle was found near Glasgow, MT, 

unable to fly and seen down 5 days prior to capture in fall of 2010. 

MRCC personnel were notified and transportation towards 

Bozeman was arranged immediately.   

 Radiographs revealed 32 pellets throughout her 

body along with a fractured femur, radius and ulna.  

Riddled with shot, a broken leg and a broken wing, this bird 

was left to die.  The fractures could have been surgically repaired, but the circulation 

near her elbow was compromised and she had no feeling in her wing. We were left with 

no choice but to humanely euthanize. 

 2011 gunshot victims include another golden eagle, a bald eagle, a northern 

goshawk and an osprey.  MRCC is currently caring for the golden eagle and the bald 

eagle. The northern goshawk was admitted from Anaconda, MT with a fractured carpal 

and was in rehab for just under 2 months before release.   

 The osprey admitted from 

Emigrant, MT with a fractured carpal from 

the gunshot was surgically repaired, but 

circulation was compromised at the fracture 

site to the end of his wing, and he was put 

down.  This osprey was more than likely 

providing food for his young, and it is highly 

probable they will not survive either.  

Continued page 7. 

   Golden eagle 135-10 

Osprey 37-11  
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WISH LIST  
 

Facility  
Lawnmower or riding        

 lawnmower 

Picnic table 

 

Rehab supplies 
Paper towels (heavy duty) 

Sponges (heavy duty 3M 

    yellow/green) 

13 gal tall trash bags 

Laundry detergent (powder) 

Liquid hand soap 

Bleach 

Welding gloves 

 

Office 
Flash drives 

8X11 copier paper 

Postage stamps 

Printer ink: HP 96 HP 97 

      HP 920 

 

Full size truck or van for  

education programs and  

raptor retrievals. 

MRCC Staff 

Becky Kean, Director 

Cynthia Zyzda, Assistant 

Director 

 

MRCC Board of Directors 
Oleta Kellie, President 

Dr. Shari Skifstad, Secretary 

Jordan Spyke 

Tom Ski 

Teresa Larson 

Jeff Ewelt 

Fred Leopold 

 

MRCC Board Advisors 

Dr. Karyn Cook, DVM 

Doug Gosseman, USFWS 

Dana Mitzel, PhD  

Al Harmata, Raptor Biologist 

 

If you are interested in being on 

the MRCC Board of Directors, 

please call 585-1211 for more 

Letter from the Director 

I hope your summer has started happy and healthy.  MRCC is busier than ever trying to accommodate 

all requested educational programs and retrieve and take care of injured raptors. This year MRCC added 

3 new ambassador raptors to our programs.  MRCC strives to provide these magnificent birds of prey 

the quality care and treatment that they deserve.  After all, the  majority of their injuries are due to 

human interaction and human disturbance.  Due to the economic downturn many of our grants have 

been cut in half or eliminated all together. For this reason I encourage you to keep these birds in mind 

when you have a little extra jingle in your pocket and be willing to make a tax-deductible donation.  We 

thank you from the bottom of our heart and the birds thank  you too!  

www.montanaraptor.org 

Look for the Montana Raptor  

Conservation Center on  

Facebook.  Updates and photos 

of ñWhoôs at the Barnò and 

ñRecent Releases.ò 

Montana Raptor Conservation Center seeks a Treasurer to serve on the Board of Directors. Duties will include 

monthly payroll, processing payment of liabilities (MT unemployment, MT Dept. of Revenue, Federal), processing 

of quarterly taxes, developing the annual budget, arrangement of 990s with CPA firm, coordinate quarter end and 

year end payroll reports by CPA firm, ensure licensing and other office responsibilities are covered, and giving a 

monthly treasurer report at the Board meeting.  Please contact MRCC 585-1211. 

Great horned owls: 

3 Juvenile and 1 adult  

Osprey 33-10 York, MT 

Golden eagle 55-11  

Lewistown, MT,  

fractured humerus 

Golden eagle 9-11  

Belgrade, MT. 4 months 

in rehab from emaciation 

and beak damage from 

hitting hot wire 

Young Eastern screech owls 
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Ambassador Bird Updates 

Bu (great horned owl) in his 

12th year at MRCC, greets us 

with a hoot in the mornings.   

Chaco (Swainsonôs hawk) has 

been with MRCC since 2001.  

One of the most handsome 

Swainsonôs hawks around. 

Pilgrim (turkey vulture)  is 

now 18 years of age and 

captivates crowds with her 

huge wingspan and ability to 

clap back to the audience.  

Sammy (Red-tailed hawk)  At 

18 years old, she is as feisty 

and intense as ever, with a 

piercing  call! 

Education Programs 
MRCC has increased our education team by adding three new ambassador birds.  These birds have sustained 

injuries that render them unreleasable, but they provide assistance to our education programs by captivating the 

audiences, stimulating questions and promoting continuing interest in wildlife conservation. 

 

Our programs cater to different age levels, and focus on identification of Montanaôs majestic raptors, MRCCôs 

rehab process (from admission to release), and conservation of their habitat.  Programs are given to schools and 

civic organizations for a small stipend.  MRCCôs programs are a great way to enhance your curriculum or to offer 

a quality educational experience to your group or visiting guests.  If you would like more information or to 

schedule a program (or would like to become an education volunteer), please call us at (406) 585-1211. 

www.montanaraptor.org 

Nigel (northern saw-whet owl) 

Admitted from Livingston, MT 

with a shoulder injury that did 

not heal correctly.  He is a  

special guy and has been with 

MRCC since July 2010. (NEW!)  

Rosa (red-tailed hawk) 

Immature female  admitted 

from Bozemanôs Rosaôs 

Pizza parking lot with lim-

ited vision sustained from 

head trauma. (NEW!)  

Taiga (rough legged hawk) found 

near Lolo, MT with a shoulder 

injury.  He has limited rotation in 

his right shoulder  and is unable 

to migrate back north to his 

breeding grounds. (NEW!)  

Up coming events: Open house August 14, 2011;Bridger Raptor Festival October 8-9th 2011. 
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www.montanaraptor.org 

A special THANK YOU goes out to local businesses that  

support MRCCôs efforts: 
All West Veterinary Hospital: Performing numerous surgeries on injured raptors and 
endless consultations. Donation of time and facility. 
Bozeman Fish Technology Center: Donation of fresh trout. 
Moore Lane Veterinary Clinic, Billings, MT:  Depot for injured raptors.  

Verilux lighting, Vermont: Providing full spectrum lighting. 
Bozeman Chronicle:  Donating newsprint.  

Montana Import Group Subaru:  Use of community partner vehicle. 

Yellowstone Valley Audubon, Billings: Numerous transports of injured raptors. 

Western Pines, Belgrade:  Supplying clean wood chips. 

RPM Radiographic Supplies:  Donation of x-ray supplies. 

Big Horn Plowing:  Plowing the driveway throughout the winter!!! 

Word of Mouth Leather:  Donation of leather to cover perches for rehab birds. 

406 Brewing Company: Help us welcome a new sponsor of MRCC. Look for raptor 

beers this fall.  Part of the proceeds from each raptor beer go to MRCC!  

2010 Admissions 
157 injured/orphaned raptors 

Vehicle collisions  42% 

Nestlings/fledglings  13% 

Electrical contact   8% 

Hitting windows   6% 

Toxicity     5% 

DOA     4% 

Fence/barbed wire   2% 

Train      1% 

Unknown/collisions  19% 

 

28 Eagles admitted in 2010 

16 Bald eagles 

12 Golden eagles 

Cynthia Zyzda and  Ray Zimney 

What to do if you find a raptor fledgling? 
Spending time on the ground is part of a fledglingôs life 

learning lessons.  The parents, even if you do not see them, 

are likely around and will continue to feed and protect their 

young.  More than likely the parents and the young bird 

will be communicating, but being on the ground does make 

them vulnerable to predation.  If the bird is covered in 

downy feathers, it needs to go back into the nest.  If it has 

partial flight feathers, it is best to leave the bird alone or 

put it up on a branch out of harmôs way.  The old wives' 

tale is untrue, the parents are not bothered by your scent, 

but by your presence.  If you suspect that a young raptor is 

orphaned or injured, donôt hesitate to give us a call.  We 

can help you determine if the bird is in need of help.   Each 

year MRCC staff and volunteers assist several young  nest-

lings and fledglings back into a nest or tree. 

Orphaned great horned owls, 

adult female was killed by gold-

en eagle. Three Forks, MT 

Juvenile red-tailed hawk 

Manhattan, MT 
Help feed the raptors.   MRCC is registered at 

Layne Laboratories where you can purchase a gift 

certificate to help feed the injured raptors that are in 

rehabilitation and also help keep the ambassador 

raptors fed.  http://www.laynelabs.com/wildlife-

centers/montana-raptor-conservation-center 
Adult red-tailed hawk 
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Thank You! 
 

MRCC would like to thank the local businesses that support the Raptor Center with con-

tributions towards our 2010 ñWinging Itò raffle.  This raffle is held every year at the 

Bridger Raptor Festival with ticket sales going directly towards the  care and feeding of 

injured raptors and MRCC ambassador birds. 

 

Patagonia 

Bohart Cross-Country Ski 

Jakeôs Horses 

Theory Hair Salon 

Mackenzie River Pizza 

Red Ants Pants 

Community Food Co-op 

Flynn Creek Outfitters  

Outback Steakhouse 

Cosmic Pizza 

Norris Hot Springs 

Red Eagle Candles 

Bridger Bowl Ski Resort 

Stockyard Café 

Montana Ale Works 

Cashmanôs Nursery 

Heathworks Institute 

Grizzly Encounter 

Beartooth Nature Center 

Timber Trails  

Colomboôs Pizza & Pasta 

2010 Bridger Raptor Festival 
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In May of 2003, MRCC received state approval for our own specialty license plate.  For each 

plate purchased, the organization receives a $25 donation.  Since then, our license plate has 

been a huge success!  Please continue to renew your MRCC license plate annually.   
 

Thanks to volunteer Sean Graham for his license plate design, and 
thank you to all of our supporters! 

Special Thanks! 

¶ Donate wild game meat to the Raptor Center.  We are always in need of game meat such as deer, elk, 

antelope, and bison steaks, stew meat, roasts, chops, etc.  Some freezer burned meat is ok, but we cannot 

accept burger, sausage, smoked or jerked meat.  If you are able to donate wild game meat, please call us or 

drop it off at the center. 

¶ Donõt Litter - trash along the roadway attracts small rodents and the raptors that eat them, putting them 

in harmõs way. 

¶ Put up Bird Silhouettes or stickers in windows to prevent falcons and other birds of prey from crashing 

into them while chasing prey. 

¶ Leave Dead Snags and Old Trees on your property to enhance raptor habitat. 

¶ Properly Dispose of household contaminants to avoid environmental contamination and to prevent 

wildlife from being exposed to harmful chemicals.   

¶ Put up Kestrel Boxes in open habitats on your property.  They are easy to make or can be purchased 

online.  Small owls and other birds may also use kestrel nesting boxes. 

¶ If You Find an Injured Raptor or have accidentally injured one, please call us at (406) 585-1211.  You 

are the first step to the birdõs recovery and return to the wild. 

¶ Do not use lead ammunition -  MRCC receives several birds a year with elevated lead levels from eating 

carrion containing lead fragments. It is difficult to extract lead once itõs been absorbed into their system. 

How you can help save Montanaôs raptors 

Help support MRCC  

 

 

 

 
Long sleeve t-shirts  $20 

Short sleeve t-shirts  $15 

www.montanaraptor.org 

One way to help support MRCC is using Goodsearch and Good-

shop when searching/shopping the internet.  A portion of advertis-

er dollars earned as a result of your search are passed along to the 

organization you've chosen to support.  The money comes from 

the GoodSearch advertisers so it costs you nothing and most im-

portant it benefits the Raptor Center.  

 

Download the toolbar today!  

http://www.goodsearch.com/?charityid=919939 

MRCC Endowment  
The Montana Raptor Center has established an endowment for funding our rehabilitation program.  The  

Mortimer Charitable Trust made the donation of $10,000.  Funds are left permanently on deposit, with interest 

providing support for our mission of raptor rehabilitation.  If you would like to make a gift to our endowment, 

please designate your contribution as òMRCC Endowment.ó 
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(Gunshot continued from page 1) 

 A young bald eagle was admitted from Laurel, MT and had an old wound in her wrist area which contained metallic 

fragments.  Dr. Karyn Cook performed surgery to clean up the wound and MRCC staff and volunteers continued physical  

therapy for months to get full rotation in her joint.  We had hopes of release for this young bald eagle, but itôs been a slow  

process and we did not win this one.  The damage was too severe from the initial trauma and the bird was euthanized, but it 

wasnôt for lack of effort or hope.  Let her spirit fly free. 

 The projected outcome for the large young female golden eagle , GOEA 13-11, looks positive.  She was admitted 

from Glasgow, MT in Feb. 2011 with a fractured ulna near her wrist which also contained metallic fragments.  Dr. Jacy Cook 

at All West Veterinary Hospital performed surgery to stabilize the wing.  Dr. Cook stated, ñthis is the longest pin I have used 

for an eagle.ò  Surgery went well but the rehab process has been slow due to her molting feathers.  She will be released in the 

near future and we have hopes of making this an educational opportunity for the  

public, bringing awareness of the importance of these magnificent birds!  

 People have many misconceptions about birds of prey and donôt realize that 

raptors are beneficial to our ecosystem and can be used as indicators of the health of 

our environment.  It is important to note they do have a significant effect on pest 

populations such as mice and voles.  On average an owl can eat 800 mice a year.   

 Golden eagles eat larger prey such as jackrabbits, cottontails and ground 

squirrels, and an eagle can consume 220-365lbs of food a year.  Raptors help keep the 

rodent populations to a minimum, offering a balanced environment as top of the food 

chain predators.  
(info from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service) 
 

 
Golden eagle 13-11  

Healthy 12.5lbs 

                                        The Volunteer Experience                       By Darrin Strosnider 
 

 I study dinosaurs- specifically, the kind that chase the kids around the kitchen in the film Jurassic Park.  

Most people know them as ñVelociraptors,ò but what they may not know is that those animals are generally 

thought to share a common ancestor with modern birds.  This is one of the reasons I wanted to volunteer at 

MRCC. 

 To get the process underway I went to the MRCC website and I found the application form, filled it out 

and sent it in.  A few days later I received an e-mail from Becky Kean, the director at MRCC, and she asked me if 

Iôd like to come by the center for an informal interview.  I spent a couple of hours talking to Becky and Cynthia 

(the assistant director) about my interests in the center, my background and, most importantly, my perspectives on 

the birds.  A couple of days later Becky asked me if Iôd like to join the Sunday volunteer crew and if I could start 

the following weekend.  I was very excited to be selected and couldnôt wait to start. 

 My first day was full of anxiety.  I was really there for the birds and was a little worried about how my 

being around them might impact them.  After all, they are at the center because they are sick or injured and they 

are under a lot of stress being around humans.  Cynthia introduced me to my fellow crewmates and placed me 

under the wing of Jordan for training.  Food preparation is where volunteers generally start out and so he showed 

me how to prepare quail, game meat, mice and rats.  Mmmm - rats for Sunday brunché 

 We have a very specific way to prepare food so we can assure quality, consistency and nutritional value 

for the raptors.  Much of the meat is provided by generous donations from the public and so we get a selection of 

wild game such as deer, elk and antelope.  Each species of bird has special dietary requirements and each  

individual may have special needs depending upon the reason for their stay at MRCC.  Becky creates a ñmenuò 

for the day - specific to each bird - and then we prep the meals, weigh them, and record the information in the  

individualôs medical chart.  When the bird is fed, the handler (the person working with the bird that day) weighs 

any leftover food from the previous day and enters the data in a chart that is kept for each individual.  In this way, 

eating habits can be measured and monitored. 

 Food prep is a very important part of making the system work at MRCC, but it is only one of the things 

that volunteers help with.  Cages need to be cleaned and disinfected, along with food and water dishes, perches, 

and cage mats.  Cleanliness is stressed because we want to minimize the possibility of spreading illness from one 

bird to another.  Cleaning the floor, work surfaces and food prep areas are daily activities which help to keep 

odors down and maintain sanitary conditions. 

 I always look forward to my Sunday mornings at MRCC and am most happy when I learn that birds have 

been released the previous week.  Working with Becky, Cynthia, Jordan and Cassie has been great and Iôm  

looking forward to continuing my volunteer work at MRCC. 

 
Darrin is a PhD student at Montana State University.  His research focus is the respiratory function in small, carnivorous 

dinosaurs. 
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